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Large Bowel Cancer. Ed. J. J. DECOSSE
(1981). Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone.
225 pp. £9.75 net.
This is the first volume of a clinical series
under the general title "Clinical Surgery
International". The Series title is quite apt,
for there is certainly a clinical and surgical
bias to the book. I congratulate the Editor on
his selection of international authorities,
who have maintained a very high standard
of clarity. The standard is remarkably high
for a book with 15 different contributors
(drawn from the United States, the United
Kingdom, Australia andJapan).
The book covers epidemiology, pathology,
diagnosis and a number of aspects of treat-
ment of large-bowel cancer. The articles on
treatment are predominantly surgical, but
there are contributions on radiotherapy,
chemotherapy and immunology. Each of the
subjects is well reviewed and, on the wAhole,
the references are up-to-date and well selected
I enjoyed reading the book and in particular
appreciated that many of the contributors
had a wide understanding of the work going
on in their chosen field in countries other than
their own. The book is aimed at the practising
surgeon, but it may be of interest to other
workers in the field oflarge-bowel cancer.
P. F. SCHOFIELD
The Surgery of Tumors of Bone and
Cartilage. Author R. C. MARCOVE (1981).
New York: Grune and Stratton. 201 pp.
$29.50 net.
This book is an account of the extensive
experience of the author in the treatment
of benign and malignant bone and cartila-
ginous tumours, a subject in which he is an
acknowledged authority. It is therefore of
particular value for surgeons faced with such
problems, and because of their rarity, Dr
Marcove makes a good case for the segre-
gation in special centres of patients suffering
from bone tumours. The various tumours and
the situations in which they are met, are
described in turn, and the methods ofsurgical
ablation described, often in great detail.
Dr Marcove is a pioneer in cryosurgery,
and his results with this method in giant-
cell tumours are impressive, but not his
treatment of sarcoma with vaccines. The
appraisal of the benefits or otherwise of
radiotherapy is well balanced, and it is good
to read of the improved prognosis in children
with Ewing's sarcoma. The change ofoutlook
in the treatment of osteosarcoma with
"aggressive chemotherapy" in conjunction
witlh surgery is described with cautious
optimism. Whenever possible, with the aid
of adjuvant therapy, Dr Marcove performs
local excisions, and the lists of total femoral
and other bone replacements w%ith metal
protheses is impressive, indicating surgery
of a very high standard. This book is highly
recommended to surgeons managing these
difficult cases, and will also be of value to
radiologists, radiotherapists, pathologists and
physicians.
N. W. NISBET
Human Neutrophils. Author J. LISIEWICZ
(1980). Hemel Hempstead: Prentice Hall
International. 304 pp. £16.90 net.
This book attempts a comprehensive
reviewofwhatisknownaboutthemorphology,
kinetics and functions of the neutrophil
granulocyte, and the way in which these
are disturbed by disease. The author certainly
covers a lot of ground, and he includes much
of interest to the clinician, but unfortunately
treatment of the subject is rather uneven.
On the whole, the chapters devoted to
structure and function are better than those
on the kinetics of the neutrophil cell line;
the experimental haematologist would surely
take issue with the author's statement
(p. 19) that ". . . the problem of a common
stem cell for neutrophilic and other cell
series in the haemopoietic system is still a
matter ofcontroversy". Discussion ofthe role
of CSF in granulopoiesis is also rather brief,
though there is an interesting section on
chalones.
Amongst the clinical sections, the chapters
on neutrophils in metabolic and infectious
diseases contain a wealth of material not
readily available in standard texts. There isBOOK REVIEWS
also a useful summary ofmetabolic changes in
the neutrophils in chronic granulocytic
leukaemia. On the other hand, the chapter
on chronic neutropenia is very sketchy, and
the part dealing with drug-induced neutro-
penia particularly so. It is odd that in his
discussion of 'neutropenia with stem cell
defect' the author should not mention
marrow aplasia. There is a useful section
on granulocyte transfusions, though this is
rather misleadingly included in the chapter
entitled 'Immunogenic properties of neutro-
phils'.
This book contains an extraordinary
number of facts about the neutrophil, and
the literature has been most comprehensively
reviewed; the bibliography at the end of
the book, running to 50 pages ofreferences, is
a testimony to the effort that Dr Lisiewicz
has devoted to compiling his monograph.
No doubt another will be required to answer
the intriguing question which the author
poses briefly in his introduction in his con-
cluding remarks: do human neutrophils
play a part in antitumour immunity?
C. G. GEARY
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